Exploring	the Teaching of Pronunciation	in a University	Reading Class by MOSHER,David M.
149
1. Introduction
	 In	recent	years,	 I	have	been	surprised	at	 the	number	of	university	students	who	pronounce	






















	 However,	 given	 the	 current	 curriculum	and	 time	 constraints,	 such	 a	 robust	 university	
pronunciation	 course	 is	not	 feasible.	 Instead,	 the	author	has	 chosen	 to	address	 two	of	 the	most	
problematic	areas	of	pronunciation:	segmental	vowel	phonemes	and	voice	 inflection.	The	goal	 is	not	
perfect	pronunciation,	but	 intelligible	pronunciation.	Although	he	has	applied	this	approach	 in	both	
Presentation	Skills	and	English	Communication	I	and	II,	 the	 focus	 in	this	paper	will	be	 limited	to	
English	Communication	I	and	II,	which	is	a	reading	class.	In	the	spring	semester	of	this	class,	students	
read	short	stories	 from	the	SRA	Reading	Laboratory	(McGraw-Hill	Education,	2015),	and	in	the	fall	














































pronounced	both	 in	 isolation	and	between	consonants,	such	as	“b”	and	“d”,	 to	 form	common	familiar	
words.	
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3. Suprasegmental Pronunciation Training: Voice Inflection 
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Appendix 1: Vowel Chart
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Appendix 2: Voice Infection Marked Pair Oral Reading
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1-4 = < 5  4 - 5 = 6  6-8 = 7  9 - 10 = 8  11 -12 = 9  12+ = 10
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